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that they had it revealed to them that they should
see this star, and that they should be guided by
it to see the great Messiah, who was to come into
the world to unite the posterity of Abraham, and to
establish them in one kingdom which should rule
over the whole world. But I take this as it is, viz.,
a chimney-corner tale, fit for a legend, and not
capable of any manner of improvement.

But thus far it is to my purpose, namely, that the
credit of the wise men of the East was not yet quite
sunk in the world; that they maintained a corre-
spondence with the stars; that they pored upon the
heavenly motions, and knew more of that kind than
all that ever went before them.

As the astronomers, and star-gazing magi kept up
the dignity of their characters, and outdid all the
rest of mankind in those ages; so the second sort
too applied themselves to the study of lower life,
observing the mechanism of nature, and introducing
the helps of art, even to perform things surprising.
Among these, some studied the microcosm of hu-
man bodies, and searched both distemper and me-
dicine ; and these, that is to say, the physicians and
naturalists, obtained a noble ascendant in the esteem
of the vulgar, being able by the knowledge of drugs
and plants, and their virtues, to apply proper reme-
dies in cases of the greatest distress and disaster;
and this indeed could not but obtain for them a fixed
and large esteem in the minds of the people, whom
on so many occasions they relieved. Thus the first
searched into the curiosities of nature, the second
into the art of physic.

But the third were a very particular kind indeed,
and these applied themselves to the arcana of things
divine; and at this door came in all the wicked
things, which have since, with so much justice too,
given a black character to the very name of a magi-
cian ; for under the shelter of religion, the worst and